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PREFACE 


The texts published in this volume deal with what havebeen called 
“F ami ly T-au s," They are wills, documents of real adoption, marriage, 
divorce, and slavery. A few texts of varied content are also included. 
Among the latter, the most significant are four texts (Nos. 1Z6-129) 
which give the relative standard values of gold, silver, tin, barley 
and other commodities* No. 132, the only tuppi Ridt£t} and Nos, 146-147 
two tuppi maifcannuti. 

The only remaining texts to be published are real estate documents, 
loans, and lawsuits, which will appear in the next, and probably last, 
volume of Excavations at Nuxi. 

The significance of these texts is obvious. Most of them are the 
only ones of their kind found in the private archives unearthed in the 
main wo un d of Nuzl. CSome texts published in this volume, as well as 
all those previously published came from the "suburban” houses of Tehip- 
tllla, ShilwB-teshup, and Zlki). This fact alone deserves special 
consideration. 

While practically none of these documents is in perfect condition 
each adds to our previous knowledge of the civilization of the Hurrlans 
of Huzi. 

As the publication of the Nuzi tablets in the Harvard Semitic 
Museum approaches the end, the author, in collaboration with one of 
his students, is preparing a Corpus of Nuzl Texts consisting of the 
transcription, translation, and notes for each Nuzl tablet so far pub¬ 
lished. Previously ha had thought of making.micro films of this Corpus. 
It turned out to be impractical, and.nmjCh too expensive. In the very 
near future, the first volime dealing with marriage texts will appear 
in paperback form. - r 

For the preparation of these texta for publication the author has 
received generous financial help from Wellesley College. He wishes to 
express his gratitude to Miss Margaret Clapp, President of Wellesley 
College. 

The Baghdad School Committee of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research, which was a co-sponsor of the Excavations at Nuzl, has made 
a substantial financial grant to defray the cost of printing this book, 
for which we are deeply grateful. 

The Sditorlel Board of the Harvard Semitic Series, particularly 
Dr. G. Ernest Wright, have shown a great interest in the publication 
of Nuzl texts and I sincerely thank them for the promptness in making 
possible the appearance of this voliane. 

My student, Miss Susan Gluek, deserves my great appreciation for 
her help in collating these docimients. 

Vellesley College Ernest It. Lacheman 

January 1962 
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-Q.. _ ■.iijkVJUisaB . 

The room nianbers refer to Sterr^ JKuzx, vol. II, plana Nba, 13, 30, 
and 34. (Cf. Harvard Semitic Series, vol. IIV, pp. xlx-xx;) 

The abbreviation S.I, stands for *’seal impression.** 

case for the preceding volumes (cf* Harvard Semitic 
Series, vol. XTV, p. these texts have been copied through the course 
of Btany years. Improvements In the technique of copying have been made. 
The difficulty mentioned In Harvard Semitic Series, vol, XIV, p. v, was 
not completely solved even then. Many ’'reverse overlaps" were mieaed 
In volumes XIV and XV. To a large extent the main difficulty was due 
to the fact that nobody besides me collated the copies with the origi¬ 
nals. The fact that the tablets were photographed In six different 
pos t ons also contributed greatly to the omission of some "overlaps." 
Ten years ago X began experimenting with latex molds. Accidentally 1 
^scovered that the latex mold could be slightly stretched flat on a 
board (as one stretches an animal skin for drying ). Prom this I was 
a e to make a flat plaster cast. Thus it was possible to take a single 
p otop^aph of the whole document. The result was that nothing could 

signs on the photograph. The distortion 

^ ^ ^8 the latex mold was so small (an average of one percent 

T ^ height) as to be hardly noticeable to the naked eye. 

Texts Nos. 27, 29, 30, etc*, were copied this way. 

The s^e kind of "gummed stickers’* were used to indicate the various 
parts of the texta as In previous volumes. An abbreviated style la 
used, but its meaning should be plain to all asayriologists. The 
notation sic]" has been used only In the extreme forms of scribal 
mistakesj other strange "graphles** apeak for themselvea. 
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